
Museum Endowment Fund Total Approaches $1.0 Million-Great 
Progress, but More Contributors Required. 

 
The Lincoln Motor Car Heritage Museum, conceived and built by the memberships of the four Lincoln 
affinity clubs, continues to be a major attraction at the Gilmore Car Museum in Hickory Corners, 
Michigan. The Lincoln museum solicits rave reviews for its classic architecture and the sophisticated 
manner utilized to present the history of the Lincoln automotive brand with images, text, memorabilia, 
vehicles and audio-visual effects. 
 
The 15,000 square foot Lincoln museum was constructed on land that Lincoln leased from the Gilmore 
Foundation; however, the building, furnishings and collections are owned by the clubs through the 
Lincoln Motor Car Foundation. This approach was selected to take advantage of the Gilmore 
infrastructure and staff thereby alleviating the clubs of the ongoing burden of managing a museum. The 
Gilmore provides complete caretaking and administration of the Lincoln building, exterior grounds and 
Lincoln’s share of the overall Gilmore complex. The Gilmore charges Lincoln for those services in 
addition to the cost of the rent of the land. 
 
The partnership between the Gilmore and the Lincoln Motor Car Foundation assures the long-term 
viability of the Lincoln museum and relieves the clubs and their foundation from the day to day 
operating and personnel issues inherent with owning a museum facility. It also allows the clubs and their 
visitors to access and utilize the Gilmore facilities and amenities. This arrangement, of course, comes 
with a price and that price that was known to exist when the museum project was approved.  
 
The challenge that the clubs assumed when the building project was approved was to raise funds on an 
ongoing basis to meet our annual obligation to continually improve the museum while paying the 
charges to the Gilmore for rent and maintenance. The Gilmore fees are indexed for inflation and 
currently are running about $60,000 per year. At approval, it was anticipated that the ongoing costs 
would be met with a combination of funds from museum memberships, annual contributions, bequests, 
income from the annual Lincoln weekend and income from endowment funds. It was recognized that 
we would all have to all pull together to fund the initial building cost and to cover the annual operating 
costs due the Gilmore. The museum building and collections are debt free; however, we have a 
perpetual contingent liability for the rent and maintenance of the facility. 
 
The initial museum endowment fund was established as a sequestered fund with the income dedicated 
to the maintenance and rent of the building and exhibits. The first objective is $1.5 million. Assuming 
that all of the pledges are met, about $1.0 million has been raised. This and subsequent funds will be 
conservatively invested and utilized to partially offset the rent and maintenance costs for the museum 
facility. Jerry Capizzi and Chris Dunn have generously stepped forward and volunteered to match the 
first $250,000 contributed. That offer is rapidly expiring. 
 
The most immediate objective is to raise the remaining $0.5 million to complete the first endowment 
fund. In this endeavor, a concerted effort by all of the members of the clubs in order to assure success. 
Dynamic and creative leadership is expected from the officers and board members of the clubs and the 
foundation. The long-term future of the museum depends on our collective efforts. 
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